
 
 
 
 

 
8th January 2021 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Apologies for another letter, but with things changing and moving at such a rapid rate I 
wanted to keep you as up to date as I can. I am a bit wary about writing this letter, as it is 
beginning to feel as though every time I write, something else happens immediately 
afterwards!  
 
Since I wrote on Monday, we have gone back in to lockdown, and the plans we were 
working on during the day on Monday have now had to change. 
 
The current situation is as follows: 
 
Remote Learning 

 As you know, we were originally only expecting to be delivering remote learning for a 

week or two, and this has now changed. Teaching staff have been working really hard 

this week to get lessons running as quickly as possible, and I am enormously grateful to 

them for these efforts. I also appreciate your patience as we get everything in place, and 

deal with teething problems.  

 We are still open to vulnerable pupils and the children of critical workers, so staff are 

looking after children in school at the same time as teaching online, this will impact on 

availability in Google classroom on occasion (although we will make sure any messages 

sent are replied to within 48 hours or sooner) .  

 We have managed to get more laptops out to disadvantaged pupils this week, so 

hopefully all pupils have been able to connect. I am also told that X-box and PlayStations 

can be used to access Google classroom. If you have limited access to wi-fi or data 

please get in touch as there is now some free data provision available to support home 

learning.  

 We will be in touch from next week if we are worried that your child is not engaging in 

lessons online, please encourage them to attend every lesson.  

 There are plenty of additional resources online for young people to access, the BBC 

have launched new resources for this lockdown for example, and I believe Joe Wicks is 

back next week if you want to get up and get moving first thing! I am conscious that 

sitting in front of a computer all day is not conducive to a healthy lifestyle, so we are 

encouraging pupils to remain active, get some fresh air and take some time for 

mindfulness activities each day. The contact with form teachers and year group 

assemblies will reinforce this, along with PE and PSE lessons. All assemblies will run as 

usual, Year 7 on Monday, Year 8 on Tuesday and so on. Sixth form assemblies are on a 

Thursday.  

 We will be trying to keep as many routines in place as possible, for example; Hot 

Chocolate Friday nominations, reports and parents evenings will still be taking place. 

These will be done in different ways, and require us all getting used to new systems but I 

am optimistic we can make it work. 

 
Examinations 

 You will have heard on the news that there are no A Level or GCSE examinations 

taking place in the summer. As yet the details surrounding Teacher assessments are 

not finalised, and this will probably take some time. There is a link to a message for 
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students from OFQUAL here: https://www.gov.uk/government/news/a-message-from-

simon-lebus-chief-regulator-on-exams-in-2021?utm_source=346946ed-132b-4e68-

8f67-2fe5f64f6e05&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-

notifications&utm_content=daily  

 The key message is that pupils should carry on working on lessons set by teachers, 

as it is likely that evidence will be needed to support teacher assessed grades. This 

is a real opportunity for pupils to demonstrate how much they know, so please 

encourage them to engage with staff and try their hardest. 

 It is likely that grades will be awarded by the school as a whole and not the sole 

responsibility of individual class teachers, as was also the case last year.  

 Vocational exams were not mentioned in parliament this week, but are unlikely to 

take place. We are still planning to hold the examinations scheduled for January and 

February.  We are able to do this and maintain safe social distancing. These exams 

provide an opportunity for pupils to demonstrate how much they know. If however, 

your child is really anxious about attending, or you have concerns about them, please 

get in touch. 

 As mentioned earlier in the week, the mocks planned for this term are no longer 

taking place. 

 
Mass testing 

 We have successfully trialled lateral flow testing in school with staff this week, and 

are continuing to prepare for testing as soon as pupils return. Those children in 

school will also be tested from next week. 

 You will receive an email detailing how to give consent next week, please complete 

this if you are happy for your child to be tested on their return to school and we will let 

you know more details nearer the time. These are being sent to all parents in 

readiness for a full return to school. 

 
Period products 

 We have supplies of free period products in school, usually collected directly by 

pupils as they need them. If you would like some products during lockdown please 

call in to reception to collect them. If you are collecting a food parcel then these 

products can be picked up at the same time. We do have a plentiful supply and no 

school age girls should be paying for these products so do take advantage of this. 

 
Thank you again for the messages of support, and encouragement we know you are giving 
your children at home. Another lockdown is the last thing any of us wanted, and I am 
devastated that our corridors and classrooms are so quiet again. I really hope that this is 
only a short term situation, and will do everything I can to support you and your child during 
this time. Please do continue to get in touch if you have any issues or problems. 
 
As ever, take care and I hope to see you soon.  
 
Yours faithfully, 

 
 
Jo Griffiths 

Headteacher 

jgriffiths@aldergrange.lancs.sch.uk 
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