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Dear Parents and Carers, 

I can’t quite believe we are preparing for the Christmas holidays and are already a term into the school year. But as I 
reflect on all we have achieved in this term, I realise just how busy it has been. This term finally feels as close to ‘normal’ 
as we have had since before the lockdowns of 2020. 

There has been a return to so many clubs and activities and we have had lots to celebrate from all areas of the school… 

We started the year with trips for Y9 and 11 to Chester zoo and Alton Towers (these were the ones postponed from the 
summer because it was too hot – hard to imagine that now!) and it has been lovely getting pupils out on visits and trips 
again. There have also been several trips for sixth formers to find out about, and experience university life, and this week 
sees most pupils out on reward visits. There are lots more already planned for next year too, including some residential 
and overseas visits. 

We hosted two open evenings, in the main school and sixth form. These were busy and positive experiences, and I am 
always blown away by how many current pupils turn out to help at these events, reflecting the pride they have in Alder 
Grange. 

We have seen many house competitions, from story writing, to Art and poster making to sports and cooking. We worked 
hard during anti-bullying week to promote safety and understanding. Our work in this area and in the wider wellbeing of 
pupils was recognised recently at the Lancashire Bee Mindful Awards, in which we gained a lovely trophy for being the 
‘Most active school.’ Something we are rightly very proud of.  Year 12 student Alex Godwin was recognised for his 
entrepreneurship at the Rossendale Business Awards this month, gaining the Enterprising Young person Award. Well 
done to him, and we look forward to seeing what he does next. 

We have welcomed parents in most year groups back into the building for face to face parents evenings, and it has been 
lovely to see you all. We have also just shared the details of the first grade collection with you, and it’s been lovely to see 
how well the vast majority of pupils are progressing. Look out for a new look reporting system in the new year, which we 
hope will give you even better feedback on how your child is progressing. There was a careers fair in September, and boy 
band ‘Here at last’ visited and performed for years 7&8 whilst also discussing mental health awareness with them. We 
were really proud of a group of year 10 boys who helped out at Rossendale Hospice this half term putting care packages 
together for them.  

There have been countless sporting achievements to celebrate, both individual and team based. Most recently our year 7 
girls were winners at the indoor athletics, year 7 girls, year 8 boys and year 11 girls and boys are progressing well through 
the Lancashire football cup, year 11 football girls are well on their way again in the English schools cup after an amazing 
6-0 victory last week. There have also been netball, cross country and basketball celebrations for pupils across all year 
groups. Well done to everyone who has taken part in any way. 

Last week saw the culmination of weeks of work as we staged ‘Matilda’, this was genuinely a whole school event, with 
pupils and staff working together on stage design, lighting, directing, costumes, front of house and of course performing. It 
cannot be underestimated how valued events like this are and I know the pupils involved will treasure the memories 
forever. Miss Buckle has been the driving force behind this show, and many other events over her time at Alder grange so 
it is with sadness that we have to say farewell to her at the end of this term. She is moving to a school closer to home, but 
will leave a part of herself at Alder Grange and the legacy of school productions will live on for future years. 
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We also say farewell to Ms Broadhurst, also leaving to work nearer home after 13 years in the English department. We 
wish her all the very best too. 

This term has seen the re-launch of the ‘Being an Alder Granger’ award, which recognises all those additional 
contributions pupils make to the wider life of the school. They have gained credits for any house competitions, visits, 
responsibilities and additional activities they have taken part in. When these were counted up at the end of term the 
volume of credits was impressive, and we will be congratulating the highest achievers in our end of term assembly this 
week. There have been so many house points awarded this term, that we’ve broken all records. I have enjoyed 
recognising the efforts of pupils during Hot Chocolate Friday, all those gaining nominations should feel really proud, and I 
always enjoy hearing about these achievements from the pupils who join me. 

All of these events and activities would not take place without the support of the staff at school who frequently give up 
hours of their free time at lunchtimes and after school to support your children. I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
them all for their hard work and commitment this term. 

Finally, thank you for all your support over this term, it makes our job so much easier when parents are supportive of us, 
encourage their children to get involved in school activities, to behave well when in school and support their learning both 
in and outside school. So thank you from all of us here, and have a lovely restful, happy and safe Christmas. I cannot wait 
to see what 2023 will bring. 

All the very best, 

  

Jo Griffiths 

Headteacher 

jgriffiths@aldergrange.com 

mailto:jgriffiths@aldergrange.com

