
 
 
 
 

 
 
4th January 2021 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Happy New Year! As promised last week, I am writing with a little more information about 

current arrangements. It is clearly an ever changing landscape, so I fully expect to be 

sending amended information as the week progresses! 

Just a reminder first of all, the current attendance plan is: 

 From Tuesday 5th January – Friday 8th January only children of critical workers 

and vulnerable children will be in school: Those coming in should arrive at school at 

the usual time and use the usual entrance to the building. Full school uniform should 

be worn and a normal timetable will be followed. 

 From Monday 11th January pupils in Years 11, 12 and 13 should return to school. 

 Any pupils who have formal examinations this week should attend school to take the 

exam regardless of any changes that may take place. 

 From Monday 18th January pupils in all other year groups will return to school. 

 

Online learning: 

From Tuesday 5th January lessons will be delivered online via Google Classroom to pupils in 

all year groups. A detailed document outlining exactly what to expect in relation to this, will 

be shared later this week. However, in brief, all pupils should follow a ‘normal’ timetable and 

check in to Google classroom at the start of each lesson. Lessons will be a blend of video 

lessons, online resources and tasks for pupils to complete independently. Teachers will be 

available at lesson times to support pupils who are struggling, regardless of the tasks set. 

Form teachers will also be available each morning for pupils to check in with. Teaching staff 

will be monitoring the attendance and engagement of pupils in lessons, and we will be in 

touch if we have concerns about lack of work completed. 

 

If your child is struggling to access work or has any difficulties at all, please encourage them 

to contact teachers via Google Classroom initially. If you need further help or have problems 

with computer access please contact us at school.  

 

Wellbeing: 

I am mindful of the amount of time missed by some pupils already this academic year, and 

we are hoping to keep routines as ‘normal’ as possible over the coming weeks. Assemblies 

will run as usual, but via Google Meet, for example. I am also aware that the current media 

speculation is causing increased anxiety and would reiterate what we have said throughout, 

that wellbeing and mental health comes first, online learning second. There are still many 

resources available on our website to support wellbeing, and our staff are here to help if you 

or your child are struggling. School is not closed; we are here every day to help. Mr Birtles 

sent a message earlier with more information on this. 
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Testing: 

We have taken delivery of our first batch of testing kits today, and staff training has begun. 

Once we are ready to begin testing we will be in touch with more details. To give you a brief 

overview of the plans however: 

 All pupils will be offered two tests on their return to school this term. 

 In future all close contacts of a positive case will be offered daily testing as an 

alternative to self-isolation. 

 Staff will also be offered testing each week. 

 Testing is not compulsory, and parental consent is required for all pupils under 16, 

this will be emailed out to you this week. 

 Pupils who test positive will be referred for an additional test at a testing centre, to 

confirm the positive. 

 Any pupils who have symptoms of COVID should not attend school and report to a 

testing centre. School cannot administer a test to anyone with symptoms. 

 Again thank you to those who have volunteered to help with these already – we will 

be in touch later this week. Any other volunteers please contact school to let us 

know. 

 

You will be aware that some unions are requesting an extension to the current period of 

remote learning, and there is pressure on the DfE to rethink current plans. We will assume 

that pupils are returning as planned until we hear otherwise. In addition we are working on 

the assumption that the planning we are currently doing for testing will be needed, even if 

there is a delay in starting this. I will as always, let you know what is happening as soon as I 

do, although as you are aware I usually hear from the BBC news at the same time you do.  

I am hopeful that we can get our pupils back in school as soon as possible, a review of all 

our risk assessments is underway and we will be reinforcing keeping safe with pupils when 

they do return. We are all hoping that life is closer to getting back to normal, that 

vaccinations and school testing will help all of us. School is not the same without children 

filling the classrooms and all staff here are keen to see the building full again as soon as 

possible. 

As ever, if you have any queries or questions do get in touch. My emails are now working 

again (so apologies if you emailed last week and thought I was ignoring you) and as always I 

cannot thank you enough for the support you give us. 

Take care, 

 

Jo Griffiths 

Headteacher 

jgriffiths@aldergrange.lancs.sch.uk 

 

 


