
Good morning Alder Grangers! 
Message from Mrs Griffiths 

1st March 2021 



Return to school  
• From 8th March you will all be returning to school.  
• Firstly, you will be coming in to school for a test – you will have been sent the 

date for this – no need to wear uniform, and once your test is done you can go 
straight home. 

• On the day you return fully, arrive in full school uniform and line up where you 
did before – Y11 outside the maths corridor, Y9 & Y10 on the bottom court, Y7 
& Y8 next to the Sports Hall.  

• Lessons will be back as they were in the Autumn term, timetables are the same. 
• During the first two weeks you will have three lateral flow tests, these will help 

us spot if anyone has COVID (but has no symptoms) and are designed to help 
keep us all safe. 

• After that you will take a test twice a week at home. 
• Teachers will take tests too. 
• Hopefully this will mean less disruption to school and everyone will be safer in 

school.  
• We are looking forward to seeing you all and getting back to learning and 

working together. 
 



Routines and behaviour  
• Covid is still here – and there are new strains that spread more rapidly 

so we need to maintain the routines from the autumn term. 
• Masks must be worn at all times inside, including in lessons. Please do 

this without waiting to be told, so teachers can get on with teaching 
and don’t have to waste time reminding you. 

• One way system – this is always in place and is more important than 
ever – when you move rooms, go straight to the next lesson. (No 
‘walking round’) 

• Bubbles – please continue to stay in your year group bubble, no mixing 
at breaks and lunchtimes with other years. 

• Hand sanitiser – use this every time you go in to a classroom, when you 
order food in the dining room. 

• Social distance – wherever possible try to keep 2m apart from others. 
This is not easy, but minimises contacts. 

All of these measures, alongside testing, are designed to keep you and 
your families safe.  

 
 
 



Routines continued 

We will be reminding you on the first day back about the 
following: 
• How to behave in lessons 
• The importance of getting back to learning quickly 
• Checking on work you have done in lockdown 
• Looking out for each other – so if you are worried, we can 

help you get back in to the swing of things quickly.  
• We will also make sure you have a chance to chat to your 

friends and your Form Teachers, we know this is something 
you have really missed. 

• There will be more detailed induction with your form 
teachers on Friday 12th March during periods 1&2 



Exams – Year 11 & 13 only  
There has been some information about exams, a letter is going home to your 
parents about this and your teachers will be able to tell you more about how it will 
work, when you are back in school. However, you need to be aware that: 
• You only have about 9 school weeks left to demonstrate your best work 
• We will use work from: Lessons, mocks, assessed work, assignments from 

lockdown and coursework alongside some mini-tests the exam boards are 
preparing, to help the school decide on your grades. 

• There is still time to improve on your current grades – just listen carefully to the 
advice your teachers give you. 

• Remember the grades are awarded by school, not one teacher, and are checked 
by lots of staff in school before being submitted. This means individual teachers 
will not be able to tell you what grade you will get. Please do not ask them. 

• Y11 Prom & Y13 Leavers events will still happen – you get to help us plan these, 
and we are really excited that they can happen, as last year we missed out on 
these events, and we feel you all really deserve a good party at the end of this 
year!  

• End of term dates for you are not yet confirmed – we will let you know as soon 
as we can. 
 



Wellbeing  

Just like last lockdown, some of you have struggled, many 
of you will be anxious about the return so remember: 
• To look after yourselves and look after each other. 
• Tell someone if you are struggling or think one of your 

friends is. If someone is behaving differently, it may be 
a sign that they need some support. 

• The Wellbeing Hub is open, in school and online, make 
use of the resources there. 

• Staff in school may also be anxious and have had a 
tough lockdown, so be kind and look out for them too. 

• Remember, looking out for each other is a strength of 
Alder Grange – and keep doing it. 
 



This week  

• Keep working – online lessons will continue and work 
will be set for you to do right up until you return. 

• Get assignments complete – that way you will start 
back without any catching up to do. 

• Fresh air – get out for walks and exercise. 

• Find your uniform – make sure you know where it all is, 
don’t forget ties, shoes, and remove nail varnish, etc. 

• Books & bag packed – find your planner and pencil 
cases. 

• If you are worried about anything, ask you form 
teachers in meets this week. 



And as always a quote to make you think… 

 

Education is so important for all of you, this is why getting schools 
back open has been a priority – the next few weeks may be tough, 
but it will be worth the effort to get you back where you belong - 
make the most of every opportunity school and your education 
gives you. 



Remember we are a team, just like the 
geese! 

Alder Grangers look out for each other 

Work together to achieve the same goal 

Take the lead when times are tough 

Encourage and cheer each other along 

Honk!! 

I cannot wait to see you all  
 

 

And Finally: 


