
Good morning Alder Grangers! 
Message from Mrs Griffiths 

13th January 2021 



Happy New Year! 

• So it is a strange new year, and we find ourselves 
back in lockdown, most of you are learning online 
from home. 

• This is not the start to 2021 that anyone had 
hoped for. So, I am really pleased to hear from 
your teachers how positive you are being. 

• There is a lot to be positive about this time: We 
are all much better at online lessons and you 
have all been using Google Classroom all year, so 
you know what you are doing. 



Things to remember 

• Check in to your Form group on Google 
classroom at 9:00 every morning – say hello to 
your form teacher 

• There will be assemblies on the usual day each 
week 

• Get in to all lessons on time, the start of each 
lesson is the most important 

• Just because you are not in the building, doesn’t 
mean you are not at school! School is open and 
lessons are taking place  



Year 11&13 
This is a tricky time for all of you, but I want you to remember the following points about grades this 
summer. There has been no guidance or decision from the Government regarding how Centre Assessed 
grades will be calculated yet.  However, we are working on the following assumptions: 
 
• Grades will not be awarded by one teacher, they will be the responsibility of the whole school, and lots of 

discussion and evidence will be used.  
• This means individual class teachers will not be able to tell you the grade you are likely to get, so please don’t 

ask.  
• It is likely there be some national moderation by exam boards before final grades are allocated. 
• It is important that all of you keep working during lockdown as attendance at lessons, and completion of work 

will support the evidence we think we will need to produce later in the year.  
• You could improve your grades in the next few weeks. 
• It is likely we will use evidence from your work throughout the course, mock exams, class work, homework, 

previous assessments, coursework and everything we know about each of you to work out your grades. 
• Every year we know that pupils make progress between the mock and final exams so do not worry that final 

grades will be the same as your mocks. 
• We may find the exam boards are setting formal tasks for pupils to complete before the summer, but we have 

no confirmation of this yet. 
• We will take into account your special circumstances such as, those of you who have had attendance impacted 

by testing positive or by being close contacts of a positive test, your medical or SEND needs,  your teacher’s 
absence, etc. 

• Last year we were not able to share school assessed grades with pupils until the formal results day in August. 
We assume the same will be happening this year, so are unable to discuss specific grades with you at this time. 

  

As soon as we are aware of the process for this year, we will share this with you.  



Wellbeing – all pupils 
• Continue to remember that there are lots of ways you can 

access help or support in school – most importantly talk to 
a member of staff if you are struggling and we can help. 

• Focus on getting some fresh air every day, exercise, eat 
healthily and take some time to relax. Think about the 
mindfulness activities we did on drop down day and have a 
go at these at home. 

• Look out for each other, if you notice someone is 
struggling let a member of staff know. We are brilliant at 
looking out for each other at Alder Grange – now is one of 
those times we need to do this even more. 

• The Well-being hub will be open virtually soon, so you can 
drop in and get some help. 



Have a think about this message, and focus on how you 
can use this lockdown time to make a difference to 

what happens to you next…. 



Remember we are a team, just like the 
geese! 

Alder Grangers look out for each other 

Work together to achieve the same goal 

Take the lead when times are tough 

Encourage and cheer each other along 

Honk!! 

 

And Finally: 


