
 
August 2021 

 

Dear Parents & Carers, 

 

Start of term covid testing and COVID updates 

 

At the end of the summer term I wrote with a summary of changes in school for September.  I am 

writing now to give you more detail, and some reminders, given that changes to rules have taken 

effect nationally.  

 

There are some procedures staying the same and some changes, which I will summarise below. On 

the following page you will also find the dates and times your child should attend school for their 

first LFT, and the day they will return to school in September. 

 

Staying the same: 

• Rooms will be cleaned frequently and during the school day. 

• Hand sanitiser and hand washing will continue to be encouraged at the start of every lesson. 

• ‘Catch it, bin it, kill it,’ will still be encouraged and tissues will be available in all classrooms. 

• Rooms will be kept ventilated and windows/doors remain open. 

• Pupils with symptoms should not attend school and will be sent home if symptoms develop 

during the school day. 

• Twice weekly lateral flow tests should continue to be done at home (throughout September 

in the first instance) tests can be collected from school.  Pupils testing positive with a lateral 

flow test should isolate and seek a confirmatory PCR test. If a negative PCR result is taken 

within two days of a positive lateral flow test, pupils can return to school.  

• Online work will be available to those pupils who are unable to attend school due to testing 

positive; details can be found on the website. 

• All pupils should be attending school from the start of term, even those classified as clinically 

extremely vulnerable, unless directed otherwise by a clinician or specialist care.  

 

Changes: 

• Pupils will no longer need to remain in year group bubbles and can mix at breaks, lunchtimes 

and in assemblies. 

• Close pupil contacts of positive cases will no longer need to isolate, although they will be 

encouraged to take a PCR test, and should not attend school if they develop symptoms. 

• School staff are no longer responsible for track and trace. If your child tests positive, Track 

and trace will contact you directly to identify close contacts. 

• Masks/face coverings are no longer required in any area of school. 

• Social distancing is no longer required in schools. 

 

Testing at the start of term: 

• All pupils should complete two lateral flow tests in school at the start of term.  

• Consent given in March will be carried over to September unless you let us know you no 

longer consent to your child being tested. 



 
• Consent for new pupils will be sought before term starts via email. 

• Timings for the first tests are below; the second test will take place during the school day 

once pupils return. 

• Any pupil testing positive with a lateral flow test will be sent home and should take a 

confirmatory PCR test.  

 

LFT Test 1 times:  These tests are taking place before term starts 
Pupils should report to the main building at the following times (they do not need to wear school 

uniform for the test): 

• Year 7:  Wednesday 1st September between 9:30-11:30am 

• Year 8:  Friday 3rd September between 9:30-11:30am 

• Year 9:  Friday 3rd September between 9:30-11:30am 

• Year 10:  Thursday 2nd September between 9:30-11:30am 

• Year 11:  Thursday 2nd September between 9:30-11:30am 

• Year 12&13: Wednesday 1st September between 9:30-11:30am 

 

Pupils will return home once test completed, results will be sent to the mobile number 

registered on the consent form.  In the event of a positive test result school will contact you 

and advise next steps. 

 

Return to school: 

• Year 7:   Friday 3rd September at 9:00am 

• Year 12&13:   Friday 3rd September at 11:00am  

• All other years:  Monday 6th September at 9:00am 

 

During the first few days of term, pupils will be reminded of all the above changes, along with 

expectations for behaviour, attendance, uniform, use of mobile phones, etc. Your support with 

encouraging all our young people to focus on getting back to school and in to positive learning 

routines would be greatly appreciated. We are all looking forward to a return to as much ‘normality’ 

as possible. 

 

As ever should you have any concerns or queries regarding the contents of this letter or the start of 

term generally, do not hesitate to get in touch. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 
Jo Griffiths 

Headteacher 

jgriffiths@aldergrange.lancs.sch.uk 
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