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Dear Parents/Carers,

End of term letter – summer 2021

I wanted to write and finish what has been another crazy year with some reflections on what we have achieved,
and also some information about next year.

Looking back

When I look back over the last school year, it is incredible what we have achieved and survived! In September
we returned from the first lockdown to a very different school. Pupils and staff had to get used to new rules
about masks, bubbles, hand sanitising every lesson alongside getting used to being back in a classroom after a
significant amount of time. We were optimistic at the time that these measures would be short lived. How wrong
we were.

The autumn term saw us having to deal with large numbers of positive cases, online learning and worries about
the spread of the virus again. In January we were suddenly, and at the last minute thrown back into lockdown,
dealing with exams being cancelled and more online learning.

The return to school in March felt more anxious for pupils than previously, we had to add constant testing to the
mix, and haven’t been able to lift rules about masks and bubbles at all. Students in exam years had the added
pressure of assessments to deal with.

Celebrating success

It would be easy to focus on all these challenges and difficulties and feel negative about the whole year.
However, throughout the year we have managed to make the best of it, Alder Grangers have pulled together
and, as always, really impressed with their resilience and optimism.

So I would like to pause to consider everything we have managed to make happen, during and at the end of
the year:

● Pupils have achieved and made progress in all lessons, adapted to different learning methods and
shown they are keen to make up for lost time by getting back to lessons with a positive and
hard-working attitude

● Promoting wellbeing, developing further our mental health support and increased access to wellbeing
resources and reaching across school

● Year 11 and Year 13 worked tirelessly to get the best work completed at the end of the year and despite
having to postpone prom until the autumn term we managed to celebrate their achievements in final
assemblies and events

● We brought trips to school when we couldn’t get out
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● Achieved a virtual school production
● Held sports days for all year groups
● Re-starting sporting fixtures with other schools
● Held a Science fair
● We have managed to have cross-curricular theme days, involving teamwork and practical exciting

challenges to bring learning to life
● This week’s celebration assemblies in all year groups, awarding prizes for excelling in all aspects of

school and recognising the effort and progress made by so many pupils.

This week’s Activity days will see pupils have fun and let off steam and is rightly rewarding them for working
hard all year.

Saying goodbye

We have some staff leaving us this summer, so I would like to thank them for all they have done for the pupils
of Alder Grange and wish them all the very best as they move on to new and exciting ventures. They are:

Mrs Pearson – who has been at Alder Grange inspiring pupils to love languages since 1996.
Mrs Horton – who has been a passionate and enthusiastic member of the Science team for 10 years.
Miss Siddique – another member of the science team who is relocating after getting married earlier this year,
she has been a member of the team for two years.
Mrs Pilkington - is retiring after 20 years of supporting pupils in and out of lessons as a member of the SEND
team.
Mrs Thornton – is moving on to a promoted post after stepping in and helping us out in Food Tech nearly two
years ago.
Mrs Hayhurst – who has been a member of our Admin team in the office for 4 years and is moving on to a
completely new career with the Police.

Looking ahead: Some key dates first of all:

Results days:

Year 13 results are available to collect on Tuesday 10th August at:

● 8.30am for year 13s with university applications
● 9.30am for all other Level 3 qualifications

Year 11 results are available to collect on Thursday 12th August at:

● 11A 9am, 11L 9.20am, 11D 9.40am, 11E 10am, 11R 10.20am
● Year 12 and 13 students with GCSE results to collect can do so from 10.40am

Pupils can also complete enrolment for sixth form courses on the same day.

All parents of pupils in these year groups should already have received details of the results days and appeal
process.

Summer school: this is for new year 7s and runs from 23rd – 27th August

Autumn Term begins ***THIS IS A REVISED SCHEDULE ***

Pupils will be in school for the first of two COVID tests during the first week of September, they will come in just
to complete a test, and return home afterwards. Year 7 and sixth form return to school on Friday 3rd
September, as originally planned, the rest of the school on Monday 6th September. See below:



Year Group 7 8 9 10 11 12 & 13

Test 1
(details TBC

during
summer)

Weds 1st
Sept

Fri 3rd
Sept

Fri 3rd
Sept

Thurs 2nd
Sept

Thurs 2nd
Sept

Weds 1st
Sept

Return to
School

Fri 3rd
Sept 9am

Mon 6th Sept
9am

Mon 6th Sept
9am

Mon 6th Sept
9am

Mon 6th Sept
9am

Fri 3rd
Sept 9am

Test 2
(completed

during
school day)

Mon 6th Sept Thurs 8th
Sept

Fri 9th
Sept

Tues 7th
Sept

Weds 8th
Sept Mon 6th Sept

Those attending on Friday will take part in induction activities, explaining routines and getting pupils ready to
start lessons.  On Monday 6th September all pupils will be in form groups until break time, again on induction
activities, and normal lessons will begin after break.

Uniform

As you prepare for the new school year, please could I remind you about uniform requirements. Full details are
on the website, but there are always some issues around these key items:

● Shoes: These cause the most challenges (and as a parent I fully understand the arguments that I know
these can cause!) so we try to keep our policy simple. Shoes should be plain black and leather or
leather-look, not canvas, and not trainers with mesh coverings or coloured logos. If in doubt please
contact us in school and we can advise.

● Trousers: these should be grey (not black) and tailored. Leggings are not an acceptable uniform item.
● Skirts: Also grey and worn with tights or socks, not leggings.
● Jewellery: only one single small stud earring per ear and a watch. No rings, bracelets, necklaces, nose

piercings, etc, at all.
● Nails & make-up: No nail varnish or false nails, no false lashes. Make-up if worn should be natural and

minimal.
● Hair: Natural colour, no bright pink etc.

Can I remind you that we have plenty of nearly new uniform in school that have been donated by parents and
are newly washed. Please contact reception if we can help with items. This can be arranged discreetly.

Rules & start of term arrangements

Full details of the changes in schools as part of phase 4 of lifting restrictions are on the DfE website, but I will
briefly summarise here.

● As you saw above, due to the requirement to test all pupils on their return to school, we have slightly
amended our start of year plans. Pupils are expected to take two tests at the start of the year in school
before resuming twice weekly home tests. This policy will be reviewed at the end of September.

● Masks will no longer be required in school.
● Pupils do not have to stay in year group bubbles.
● Close contacts of pupils who test positive will no longer have to isolate.
● Schools will no longer be responsible for track and trace of close contacts.
● Rooms will still be cleaned frequently and windows open for ventilation.
● Hand sanitiser will still be used by pupils as they enter classrooms and frequently during the day.
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Moving forward

As a whole school, our priorities for next year are as follows:
● Wellbeing: this will include a continued focus on supporting good mental health, providing support to all

pupils who are struggling and being proactive by teaching pupils strategies to support all aspects of
wellbeing.

● Behaviour & attendance: We will be working with all pupils to continue to promote anti-bullying
strategies, developing all pupils as ‘up-standers’, alongside interventions and support for those who
need help managing their behaviour. We hope to develop new measures to try and reduce the number
of occasional days taken off school and to support those struggling with attendance and punctuality. We
will be focussed on improving both these measures across the school.

● Curriculum: we have lots planned for this area of school, all teaching staff are researching strategies to
improve learning in school, we have more developments to improve vocabulary for all pupils, new
courses running, a more personalised approach for some students in Key stage 4 and 5, and plenty of
additional support to help pupils recover from two disrupted years of school.

● Recovery: For all year groups the recovery post-lockdown and COVID-19 is a priority. For exam years
this will include additional revision sessions and support on study skills, for pupils in all years we are
very aware of the disruption faced in the last two school years and all staff are focussed on addressing
any learning loss that has occurred. We will be working with parents on this and you will hear more in
the new term.

There is much optimism and excitement moving forward, we are really looking forward to the new school year.

Finally I would like to say thank you to all parents for their continued support this year. You have been
incredibly supportive and understanding when we have had to make rapid changes to policy and systems in
school, and calm and understanding when we have had to ask your children to isolate – we have shared your
frustration on both these matters. Messages of thanks and donations of chocolates and biscuits for staff have
been plentiful and really appreciated by the whole staff. To those of you who took the time to complete the
recent parent questionnaire, again my thanks, the responses to the issues raised in these are being sent home
in a separate letter, but I wanted to say how much we value the feedback and will endeavour to act upon any
suggestions to improve that you have made.

To that end, please look out for details of a new mechanism for improving communication between home and
school that will be launched in September. We will be using Edulink, an app you can download to your
smartphone, and which gives you information on attendance, achievements, behaviour and lunch choices. It
should also make contacting specific staff in school much easier when you have a problem. Most issues and
concerns parents raise with us can be dealt with swiftly and efficiently if we know about them quickly, so I am
hopeful this will make our systems run even more smoothly.

So, if you have made it to the end of this epic letter, I would like to finish by saying, that I hope you all get a
good break in the summer, have a good rest and have fun, and I look forward to seeing everyone safe and well
and back to school in September.

All the very best,

Yours faithfully,

Jo Griffiths
Headteacher

jgriffiths@aldergrange.lancs.sch.uk


